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appeal rights. All filings must be re-
ceived by NRCS no later than the close 
of business (5 p.m.) the last day of the 
filing period.

§ 652.42 Recertification. 

A decertified technical service pro-
vider may apply to be re-certified 
under the certification provisions of 
this part after the period of decertifica-
tion has expired. A technical service 
provider may not utilize the certifi-
cation renewal process in an attempt 
to be recertified after being decertified.

PART 653—TECHNICAL STANDARDS

Sec.
653.1 General. 
653.2 Technical standards and criteria. 
653.3 Adaptation of technical standards. 
653.4 Availability of technical standards.

AUTHORITY: 7 CFR 2.62.

SOURCE: 43 FR 58079, Dec. 12, 1978, unless 
otherwise noted.

§ 653.1 General. 

The Natural Resources Conservation 
Service (NRCS) is responsible for the 
technical adequacy of conservation 
practices installed under all NRCS pro-
grams, and those practices applied 
under programs administered by the 
Agricultural Stabilization and Con-
servation Service (ASCS) where NRCS 
has the technical responsibility. NRCS 
technical or financial assistance will 
be provided when the practices are ap-
plied according to established tech-
nical standards.

§ 653.2 Technical standards and cri-
teria. 

Technical standards and criteria 
have been established for all conserva-
tion practices. They provide the guid-
ance and direction needed to assure 
that the practices meet the intended 
purpose and are of the quality needed 
to assure lasting for the design life. 
Standards and criteria are developed in 
consultation with universities, re-
search institutions, and individual in-
dustrial and private firms and individ-
uals. Research information and prac-
tical experience are used in setting 
standards. Changes and new technical 

standards and criteria are prepared in 
the same manner as set out above.

§ 653.3 Adaptation of technical stand-
ards. 

Technical standards and criteria de-
veloped on a national basis may re-
quire special adaptation to meet local 
needs. These adaptations must be ap-
proved by the Administrator of the 
Natural Resources Conservation Serv-
ice or his designee.

§ 653.4 Availability of technical stand-
ards. 

Information on technical standards 
used by NRCS is available at field, 
area, or State offices of NRCS.

PART 654—OPERATION AND 
MAINTENANCE

Subpart A—General

Sec.
654.1 Purpose and scope. 
654.2 Definitions.

Subpart B—Federal Financially-Assisted 
Projects

654.10 Operation and maintenance agree-
ment. 

654.11 Sponsor(s)’ responsibility. 
654.12 Financing operations and mainte-

nance. 
654.13 Designating responsibility for oper-

ation and maintenance. 
654.14 Duration of sponsor(s)’ responsibility. 
654.15 Operation and maintenance. 
654.16 Property management. 
654.17 Inspection. 
654.18 Natural Resources Conservation 

Service responsibility. 
654.19 Plan of operation and maintenance. 
654.20 Violations of operation and mainte-

nance agreement.

Subpart C—Conservation Operations

654.30 Responsibility for operation and 
maintenance. 

654.31 Performing operation and mainte-
nance.

Subpart D—Emergency Watershed 
Protection

654.40 Responsibility for operation and 
maintenance. 

654.41 Performance of operation and main-
tenance.
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